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DETAILED ACTION 

1 . The following is a non-final Office Action on the merits in reply to a request for 
continued examination. The Amendment/Remarks received on February 12, 2009, 
have been entered. No Claims are added or cancelled. Claims 1 & 24 have been 
amended. Claims 1, 4-16, 18-20, & 24 are pending. 

Continued Examination Under 37 CFR 1.114 

2. A request for continued examination under 37 CFR 1.114, including the fee set 
forth in 37 CFR 1.17(e), was filed in this application after final rejection. Since this 
application is eligible for continued examination under 37 CFR 1.114, and the fee set 
forth in 37 CFR 1 .17(e) has been timely paid, the finality of the previous Office action 
has been withdrawn pursuant to 37 CFR 1.114. Applicant's submission filed on 
February 12, 2009 has been entered. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

3. The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 1 03(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set 
forth in section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and 
the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the 
invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 

4. Claims 1, 6-13, 20, & 24 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being 
unpatentable over of Patterson Jr. et al. (U.S. 5,797,002)(hereinafter "Patterson, Jr."), in 
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view of Gott (U.S. 4,088,981 ) (hereinafter "Gott"), and further in view of Morishita et al. 
(U.S. 6,335,727) (hereinafter "Morishita") and further in view of Black et al. 
(6,307,956)(hereinafter "Black"). 

As per claim 1, Patterson, Jr., teaches a method of initiating a bid transaction by 
an auction buyer (see col. 1, lines 15-35). 

However, Patterson, Jr., does not disclose: 

providing the auction buyer with a printed banking form including printed coded 
data identifying a form identity and a plurality of locations on the bidding form; and 

transmitting data from the pen to the computer system, such that the computer 
system can identify, from said data, the identity of the bidding form, the identity of the 
auction buyer, and the parameter of the bid transaction, and thereby initiate the bid 
transaction. 

Gott discloses an automated data entry and display system and utilizes a wand 
to scan documents containing alpha-numeric characters (see abstract). 

Patterson, Jr. and Gott disclose providing a means for data entry, such as 
inputting transactional data. Gott teaches printed forms that include alpha-numeric 
characters representing coded data (see figure 1 , col. 2, lines 9-35, and col. 2, line 65 
through col. 3, line 53); and transmitting data from a wand to a computer system in 
order to identify the scanned information (see abstract, figure 1 , col. 5, line 59 through 
col. 6, line 2). Therefore, it would have been obvious to one of an ordinary skill in the 
art at the time the invention was made to modify Patterson, Jr., to included auction 
forms containing coded data whereby a wand senses the coded data and transmits it to 
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a computer system as taught by Gott in order to allow auction buyers to benefit from 
being able to use a printed form that electronically stores content and quickly retrieves 
content as needed. 

The Patterson, Jr. and Gott combination discloses the elements of the claimed 
invention, but does not disclose: 

interacting with a zone of the printed form containing the coded data using an 
optically imaging pen, said zone being associated with a parameter of the bid 
transaction; and 

generating, in the pen, data regarding identity of the bidding form, at least one 
location within said zone using at least coded data sensed by the pen. 

Morishita discloses an input information device that includes an information 
holding device and positional recognition system (see abstract). 

Patterson, Jr., Gott, and Morishita disclose providing a means for data entry, 
such as inputting transactional data. Morishita teaches a sensing device capable of 
recognizing coded data, generating data regarding at least one parameter, and 
recognizing movement of the wand relative to the coded data (see figure 2, col. 5, lines 
5-25 and lines 45-57, col. 6, lines 31-51 and col. 11, Iine40-col. 12, line 10). Therefore, 
it would have been obvious to one having ordinary skill in the art at the time the 
invention was made to modify the Patterson, Jr., and Gott combination with the 
teachings of Morishita because such a modification would allow Gott to have an input 
device that is capable of reading and sensing coded data on a financial form (i.e. 
auction bid). 
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The combination of Peterson, Gott and Morishita does not expressly disclose 
transmitting the data from the pen together with the data regarding an identity of the 
auction buyer wherein said data regarding the identity of the auction buyer is a unique 
pen identifier contained in said pen, said pen identifier being associated with the identity 
of the auction buyer in the computer system. 

However, Black teaches a pen with data regarding an identity of a user wherein 
said data regarding the identity of the user is a unique pen identifier contained in said 
pen, said pen identifier being associated with the identity of the user in a computer 
system (col. 7, lines 36-41 , the identity verification system of the present invention as 
shown in FIG. 1 comprises a stylus 15 with biometric sensors 20 disposed in a grip 30, 
and a computer processing unit 40; col. 8, lines 33-40; one-to-one biometric matching is 

used This embodiment requires each user to carry on his/her user a device that 

includes an encrypted reference biometric for reference purposes to gain access into 
the system; Column 11, lines 15-17, the insert 50 fits onto the cap of the stylus 15. The 
term "insert" as used herein is a device that includes an encrypted reference identifier. 
The insert 50 contains the encrypted print and the name of the user owning the card. 
The insert is also linked to one or more accounts; col. 12, lines 24-28, each insert 50 
contains one or more encrypted references, which are unique to each user. Using this 
secret value, the insert 50 can compute a cryptographic response to challenges sent 
from the network.). 

Therefore, it would have been obvious to a person having ordinary skill in the art 
at the time the invention was made to modify the invention of Peterson in view of Gott in 
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view of Morishita with the teachings of Black to include transmitting the data from the 
pen together with the data regarding and identity of the auction buyer wherein said data 
regarding the identity of the auction buyer is a unique pen identifier contained in said 
pen, said pen identifier being associated with the identity of the auction buyer in the 
computer system. 

A person having ordinary skill in the art at the time the invention was made would 
have been motivated to do so in order to provide the user with a pen-based system that 
is compatible with encryption technology so that event access is confirmed locally (a) 
eliminating most privacy concerns (b) simplifying system logic while improving system 
speed, and (c) reducing the complexity and cost of the biometric sensors as taught by 
Black (col. 3, lines 66-67 through col. 4, lines 1-3). 

As per claim 6, Patterson, Jr. teaches that the parameter is an option parameter 
of the bid transaction, the method comprising initiating, in the computer system, an 
operation associated with the option parameter (see figures 4, 8, & 1 1 , and col. 12, line 
20 through col. 15, line 55). 

As per claim 7, Patterson, Jr. teaches the option parameter is associated with at 
least one of: requesting the subcategories contained in an auction category, requesting 
the auction listings contained in an auction subcategory, searching auction listings, 
requesting the details of an auction item listing, sending e-mail to the seller of an item, 
requesting a bid history related to an item, requesting a list of leading bidders related to 
an item, placing a bid, a search results limit, and a search category specification (see 
figures 4, 8, & 11, and col. 13, lines 20-32). 
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As per claim 8, Patterson, Jr., teaches the parameter is a text parameter of the 
bid transaction, the method including initiating, in the computer system, an operation 
associated with the text parameter (see figures 4, 8, & 1 1 , and col. 12, line 20 through 
col. 15, line 55). 

As per claim 9, Patterson, Jr., teaches converting, in the computer system, 
handwritten text data to computer text (see figures 4, 8, & 1 1 , and col. 12, line 20 
through col. 15, line 55). 

As per claim 10, Patterson, Jr., teaches the text parameter is associated with at 
least one of: a name of the auction buyer, auction item search text, and a bid amount 
(see figures 4, 8, & 11, and col. 12, line 20 through col. 15, line 55). 

As per claim 11, Patterson, Jr., teaches the parameter is an authorization 
parameter of the bid transaction, the method initiating, in the computer system, an 
operation associated with the authorization parameter (see figures 4, 8, & 1 1 , and col. 
12, line 20 through col. 15, line 55). 

As per claim 12, Patterson, Jr., teaches verifying, in the computer system, that a 
handwritten signature is that of the auction buyer (see figures 4, 8, & 11, and col. 12, 
line 20 through col. 15, line 55; and, furthermore, it is inherent that signatures be verified 
in the context of certifying documents). 

As per claim 13, Patterson, Jr., teaches that the authorization parameter is 
associated with authorization of at least one of: placing a bid, and payment for a 
successful bid (see figures 4, 8, & 11, and col. 13, lines 20-32). 
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As per claim 20, Patterson, Jr., teaches retaining a retrievable record of each 
form generated, the form being retrievable using its identity as contained in its coded 
data (see col. 8, line 32 through col. 9, line 2) 

Claim 24 recites equivalent limitations to claim 1 and is therefore rejected using 
the same art and rationale set forth above. 

5. Claims 4 & 5 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over 
Patterson Jr. in view of Gott in view of Morishita in view of Black and further in view of 
Dymetman et al. (U.S. 6,330,976) (hereinafter "Dymetman"). 

As per claim 4, the combination of Patterson, Jr., Gott, Morishita, and Black 
does not disclose that the parameter is an action parameter of the bid transaction, the 
method including initiating, in the computer system, an operation in respect of the action 
parameter. 

Dymetman discloses a marking medium area with encoded identifier for 
producing action through a network (abstract). 

Patterson, Jr., Gott, Morishita, Black and Dymetman disclose providing a means 
for data entry, such as inputting transactional data. Dymetman teaches wherein the 
parameter is an action parameter of the bid transaction, the method including initiating, 
in the computer system, an operation in respect of the action parameter (see col.4, lines 
16-23). Therefore, it would have been obvious to one having ordinary skill in the art at 
the time the invention was made to include the disclosures of Dymetman in the 
combination of Patterson, Jr., Gott, Morishita, and Black. The combination taken as a 
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whole suggests that in order to perform an auction a form/bid needs to be provided to 
collect and to process the information relating to the bid transaction. 

As per claim 5, Patterson, Jr. teaches that the action parameter of the bid 
transaction is selected from the group comprising: requesting the subcategories 
contained in an auction category, requesting the auction listings contained in an auction 
subcategory, searching auction listings, requesting the details of an auction item listing, 
sending e-mail to the seller of an item, requesting a bid history related to an item, 
requesting a list of leading bidders related to an item, and placing a bid (see col. 13, 
lines 20-32). 

6. Claims 14-16 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over 
Patterson Jr. et al. (U.S. 5,797,002)(hereinafter "Patterson, Jr."), in view of Gott (U.S. 
4,088,981 ) (hereinafter "Gott"), in view of Morishita in view of Black and further in view 
of Wolff et al. (U.S. 6,081 ,261 )(hereinafter "Wolf). 

As per claim 14, the combination of Patterson, Jr., Gott, Morishita, and Black 
does not disclose that the parameter is a picture parameter of the bid transaction, the 
method including initiating, in the computer system, an operation associated with the 
picture parameter. 

Wolff discloses a manual entry interactive paper and electronic document 
handling and processing system (see abstract). 

Patterson, Jr., Gott, Morishita, Black, and Wolff disclose providing a means for 
data entry, such as inputting transactional data. Wolff teaches that a parameter maybe 
a picture parameter of a respective transaction, including initiating in a computer system 
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an operation associated with the picture parameter (see col. 3, lines 15-20). Therefore, 
it would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time the invention 
was made to modify the Patterson, Jr., Gott, Morishita, and Black combination to 
include scanning in a picture parameter utilizing a wand, which initiates an operation in 
a computer system, as taught by Wolff in order to allow image sensing whereby a 
system identifies the type of document according to a picture or drawing (see col. 1 , 
lines 37-46). 

As per claim 15, the combination of Patterson, Jr., Gott, Morishita, and Black 
does not disclose that the picture parameter is associated with a picture of a listed item. 

Wolff et al. teaches the picture parameter is associated with a picture of a listed 
item (see col. 3, lines 15-20). Therefore, it would have been obvious to one of ordinary 
skill in the art at the time the invention was made to modify the Patterson, Jr., Gott, 
Morishita, and Black combination to include a picture associated with an item as taught 
by Wolff in order to allow image sensing whereby a system identifies the type of 
document or item according to a picture or drawing (see col. 1 , lines 37-46). 

As per claim 16, the combination of Patterson, Jr., Gott, Morishita, and Black 
does not disclose that the form contains information relating to at least one of: terms of 
an item auction, a description of an item being listed for auction, categories in which an 
item can be listed, subcategories in which an item can be listed, a number of items in a 
subcategory, a title of an item listing, and an identification number of a listed item. 

Wolff et al. teaches the form contains information relating to a description of an 
item (see col. 3, lines 15-20). Therefore, it would have been obvious to one of ordinary 
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skill in the art at the time the invention was made to modify the Patterson, Jr., Gott, and 
Morishita combination to include forms containing information relating to a description of 
an item as taught by Wolff in order to allow image sensing whereby a system identifies 
the type of document according to a picture or drawing (see col. 1, lines 37-46). 
7. Claims 18 & 19 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 1 03(a) as being unpatentable over 
Patterson Jr. et al. in view of Gott in view of Morishita in view of Black and further in 
view of Official Notice. 

As per claim 18, the combination of Patterson, Jr., Gott, and Morishita does not 
disclose printing the form on a surface and, at the same time that the form is printed, 
printing the coded data on the surface. 

The Examiner takes Official Notice that it is old and well known in the art to print 
forms on demand and print coded data. Therefore, it would have been obvious to one 
of ordinary skill in the art at the time the invention was made to modify the combination 
of Patterson, Jr., Gott, Morishita, and Black to include printing forms on demand, 
including printing coded data, in order to allow an auction buyer access to paper records 
and enhance security measures by coding relevant bidding data. 

As per claim 19, the combination of Patterson, Jr., Gott, Morishita, and Black 
does not disclose printing the coded data to be substantially invisible in the visible 
spectrum. 

The Examiner takes Official Notice that it is old and well known in the art to print 
coded data to be substantially invisible. Therefore, it would have been obvious to one 
of ordinary skill in the art at the time the invention was made to modify the combination 
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of Patterson, Jr., Gott, Morishita, and Black to include printing substantially invisible 
coded data in order to enhance security measures by masking relevant bidding data. 
Response to Amendment 

8. Applicant's amendments correcting dependency with respect to claims 4-5 &18- 
19 are sufficient to overcome the objection set forth in the previous Office action. The 
objection is hereby withdrawn. 

Response to Arguments 

9. Applicant's arguments with respect to claims 1, 4-16, 18-20, & 24 have been 
considered but are moot in view of the new grounds of rejection. 

Conclusion 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to KELLIE CAMPBELL whose telephone number is 
(571)270-3032. The examiner can normally be reached on M-F 7:30-5:00 alt. Fridays 
off. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Alexander Kalinowski can be reached on 571-272-6771 . The fax phone 
number for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571- 
273-8300. 
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Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would like assistance from a 
USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated information 
system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 

K.C. 

/Alexander Kalinowski/ 

Supervisory Patent Examiner, Art Unit 3691 



